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SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRESS 

On June 23-27 was held the eleventh triennial Convention of the 
International Sunday School Association. Toronto was a fairly cen- 
tral meeting-place, and the attendance of regular delegates is said to 
have reached nearly two thousand, the largest number ever present 
at an international Sunday-school convention. It was a massive 
interdenominational religious gathering. Many great addresses were 
delivered by eminent ministers, teachers, and field-workers. The 
great leaders in organized Sunday-school work — both old leaders and 
new leaders — were present. The question of an Advanced Course 
of Sunday-school lessons under the direction of the International 
Lesson Committee, an adverse decision on which made notable the 
Denver Convention of three years ago, was again the leading issue. 

In every respect the Toronto Convention was satisfactory and 
promising. The numbers, the spirit, the enthusiasm, and the official 
actions showed that the work of the Sunday School Association was 
in a thriving condition, that new ideas and new men were being 
listened to, that progress was to be the watchword of the movement, 
and that the unity and co-operation of all Sunday-school workers was 
to be faithfully sought. 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE LESSON COMMITTEE 

In the matter of the Advanced Course of lessons, the effect of 
three years of meditation and discussion over the action of the Denver 
Convention was seen in the following recommendation by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee : 
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That the Lesson Committee be authorized to prepare and issue as "Optional ' ' 
such an Advanced Course as in their most mature judgment would meet the needs 
of schools desiring such lessons for their senior departments. Should this be 
done, the International Convention will then stand for a course of three grades: 
(i) a Beginners' Course for those under six years of age (here we might state, as 
the result of some thought, that the Beginners' Course now adopted would serve 
well for scholars up to eight years of age); (2) the Regular Uniform Course for 
all scholars above Beginners and below the Senior Department; and (3) an 
Advanced or Senior Course. The adoption of these three courses, it must be 
remembered, does not make it obligatory that any school abandon an absolutely 
uniform lesson for all classes. It leaves it optional. Those desiring a uniform 
lesson will then take the regular course issued by the Committee, while those who 
favor gradation in lesson material will take the threefold course. 

The vote upon this recommendation of the Lesson Committee 
was taken on Monday, June 26, and showed 601 delegates in favor of 
the recommendation, with 617 delegates opposed. Half an hour 
later the leader of the opposition to the Advanced Course addressed 
to the Convention a resolution as follows : 

Mr. Chairman: The International Sunday School Convention has always 
been a unit, and it must remain so. I had no idea that so many of the delegates 
desired the optional Advanced Course. As framer of the resolution that has been 
carried, I wish to offer this: In view of the fact that so large a proportion of 
the delegates do ask for an advanced lesson, I move that the request of the minor- 
ity of the Convention be granted, and that the Report of the Lesson Committee 
be adopted. 

A second vote was taken, which resulted in a practically unanimous 
authorization of an Advanced Course of Lessons. 

. THE ADVANCED COURSE OF LESSONS 

The International Lesson Committee is therefore charged with 
the duty of preparing, as soon as practicable, a series of lessons to be 
used in the senior department of the Sunday school as an optional 
substitute for the Uniform Lessons. The series may be arranged to 
occupy two or three years. It is not yet decided what the subject or 
the nature of these advanced lessons will be, but it is expected that 
they will deal in a comprehensive way with large portions of the Old 
and New Testaments, such as the Work of the Prophets, the Wis- 
dom Literature, the Teaching of Jesus, and the Epistles of the New 
Testament. The treatment will probably be historical and consecu- 
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tive, with the purpose of meeting the requirements of good historical 
Bible study. 

There is reason to believe that the Lesson Committee will prepare 
courses which will meet the approval of those who are interested in 
promoting this kind of Sunday-school lessons. The Advanced 
Course which was offered by the Lesson Committee to the Denver 
Convention was an excellent one, but it may be anticipated that the 
Advanced Course now to be prepared will excel in its qualities even 
the formerly projected one. Perhaps within a year the new course 
may be ready for use. Many schools will await it eagerly. 

THE UNIFORM LESSON SYSTEM TO BE CONTINUED 

The friends of the Uniform Lessons, who regard them as right and 
sufficient for all Sunday-school instruction, do not consider that the 
Uniform System has by the action of the Convention been given up, 
or even marked as a passing system. They voted for the adoption 
of an optional Advanced Course for the sake of harmony in the 
Sunday-school ranks, and with the feeling that the large minority 
should be given freedom to use additional courses if they feel impelled 
to do so. As the matter now stands, the Lesson Committee will con- 
tinue to provide a complete system of Uniform Lessons (as has been 
done for thirty-three years), and schools will continue to use the Uni- 
form Lessons in all their classes, unless they specifically choose to use 
instead the Beginners' Course for the youngest children, and the 
Advanced Course for the senior department. For children from 
six to fourteen years of age nothing will yet be offered by the Inter- 
national Sunday School Association except the Uniform Lessons, as 
heretofore. Denominational publishing houses will continue to issue 
their regular Sunday-school publications on the basis of the Uni- 
form Lessons for the entire school. That is, no change of curriculum 
is contemplated for the great majority of Sunday schools in the 
country. 

THE WAY OPEN FOR GRADED INSTRUCTION 

The action of the Toronto Convention is, nevertheless, a forward 
one. The attitude of the Sunday School Association is reversed as 
regards the advanced course of instruction. The approval of the Con- 
vention has been again given to the use of lessons outside the regular 
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Uniform System. The optional Advanced Course, as well as the 
optional Beginners' Course which was authorized by the Denver 
Convention three years ago, will be adopted by the schools that pre- 
fer them and are prepared to use them. The denominational 
publishing houses will issue lesson helps upon these courses also. 
As the Lesson Committee states in its recommendation, schools 
which choose to follow the optional courses officially provided by the 
Association will adopt a graded system of instruction consisting of 
three divisions — the Beginners' Department, the Primary- Junior- 
Intermediate Department, and the Senior Department. The prin- 
ciple of graded instruction (in which both the lesson material and 
the method of teaching are adapted to the stage of development of 
the child) is therefore fully conceded. How many grades there 
shall be, and what the nature of the instruction for each grade shall 
be, are matters which will later be worked out. Those Sunday- 
school workers who for years have been advocating graded instruc- 
tion have now secured in principle what they have been seeking. 
We have reached the point where the unity of the International 
Sunday School Association will henceforth center, not in a uniform 
lesson, but in a common work for a common cause. Schools may 
now follow their own judgment as to whether they shall furnish 
graded instruction, how thorough the gradation of classes and 
instruction shall be, what principles shall underlie their work, and 
what courses of instruction shall be used. 

THE UNITY OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS SECURED 

It is now not only practicable, but highly desirable, that these 
progressive workers shall continue their affiliation with the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Association; for it has accepted their recom- 
mendations, and has undertaken to move forward along the lines 
they propose. The conservative leaders of the Convention showed 
wisdom and honesty of purpose in reconsidering their first vote 
against the Advanced Course. Had the former vote been allowed 
to stand as the final action of the Convention, a disruption might 
easily have taken place in the ranks of Sunday-school workers. The 
601 delegates who voted for the Advanced Course, as against the 617 
who voted against it, could not have endured the entire defeat of their 
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desires. The unity of Sunday-school workers was preserved by the 
later action and vote, while the practically unanimous approval which 
the Convention finally gave the Advanced Course, coming as it did 
after the earlier adverse action had been taken, shows clearly the 
strength of the forward movement. That the International Associ- 
ation should occupy the entire Sunday-school field, that the best 
interests of Sunday-school work will be conserved by the complete 
unity and co-operation of all workers, has been generally recognized. 
This would be entirely practicable if liberty and confidence could 
be shown progressive leaders in their efforts for improvement. 
The action at Toronto now gives this liberty and expresses this 
confidence. 

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL IDEAL YET TO BE REALIZED 

The Advanced Course which is to be prepared for the senior 
department of the schools is an important step toward the ideal cur- 
riculum. To the minds of many capable Sunday-school men, 
the need of further gradation of instruction for children between 
six and fourteen years of age is at least equally important with 
such gradation for the beginners and for the senior department. 
They will maintain, moreover, that in its basis and character the 
instruction to be given the children from six to fourteen years of age 
should be in important respects different from that hitherto provided 
by the Uniform Lessons. 

In these and many other matters there is still a great work for pro- 
gressive Sunday-school men to accomplish. The International 
Association and its Lesson Committee cannot be expected to lead in 
this curriculum movement. They represent the great Sunday-school 
field in which the majority of people will yet cling to the Uniform 
Lessons. It is for the majority that the general provision must be 
made. The smaller and special class of schools that are capable 
of higher kinds of Sunday-school instruction must work together 
with their leaders to achieve the higher ideal. The curriculum that 
will prove to be ideal for one kind of school will differ from those that 
prove ideal for other kinds of schools. No uniform curriculum can 
be devised which would be equally good, or even desirable, for all 
kinds of schools. There will be individuality in the systems of 
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instruction in the Sunday schools, as there is in the public-school 
curricula, when the ideal condition is obtained. Let those who have 
done so much during the past ten years for improved Sunday-school 
instruction continue their labors. They have been officially recog- 
nized, public attention has been directed to their ideas, many 
schools are ready to test the value of their proposals, and the im- 
provement of the Sunday school calls for the best that they can 
accomplish. 

THE DAWN OF BETTER THINGS 

We are at the beginning of what promises to be a rapid develop- 
ment in the character of religious education. As is now well known, 
many agencies must contribute to this great end. But the Sunday 
school has just at the present time a special responsibility for doing 
in the best possible way the work which falls to it. Whatever may 
be accomplished by other agencies, the Sunday school continues to 
be, next to the home, the most important religious and moral influ- 
ence for children. It is to achieve even greater results in the future 
than it has achieved in the past. The International organization 
should receive the appreciation and the assistance of all believers 
in the Sunday school. Progress in and through the Association is 
now possible. Teachers need to be chosen and trained so that 
Sunday-school education shall not be isolated from and inferior 
to general education, the subject-matter and arrangement of courses 
of study need to be adapted to the successive stages of child- 
development, the methods of instruction need to be in accordance 
with the best principles of psychology and pedagogy, and the general 
conduct of the schools needs to be perfected. In all of these respects 
the ideal can be determined and realized only by the thought, labors, 
and experience of many workers through many years. 



